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January. 476 l81g . 

1818. Jan'y 2. (R. Patterson, Duponceau, Beasley, Col- 
lin, R. M. Patterson, iNTulty, Haines, Collins, Pennington, 
Meredith, Rawle, C. J. Ingersoll, Vaughan, Barnwell.) 

ELECTION OP OFFICERS. 

President — Wistar. 

Vice-Presidents — R. Patterson, Tilghman, DuPonceau. 
Secretaries — T. C. James, R. M. Patterson, Dorsey, W. P. 
C. Barton. 

Councillors — Jefferson, McClure, Collin, Meredith. 
Curators — Collins, Cloud, Hewson. 
Treasurer — Vaughan . 

1818. Jan'y 9. Special Meeting. (Wistar ; R. Patterson, 
DuPonceau, Collin, Hall, Currie, Haines, Nulty, Beasley, R. 
M. Patterson, LeSueur, Vaughan.) 

Vaughan reported an Ordinance of City Councils, grant- 
ing the use of the " Centre-square building " as an Observa- 
tory :— 

Section 1st. — Be it ordained and enacted by the citizens of Philadelphia, 
in Select and Common Councils assembled, That the City Commissioners 
shall, from and immediately after the passing of this Ordinance, demise 
and let to the American Philosophical Society, held at Philadelphia for 
promoting useful knowledge, for and during the term of seven years from 
the execution of said lease, for the yearly sum or rent of one dollar, to be paid 
at the end and expiration of each and every year, and [»ie] hereinafter 
mentioned parts of the building at the Centre-square known by the name 
of Centre Engine-house, to be used by the said Society as an Astronomi- 
cal Observatory, that is to say, the south-east and south-west rooms on 
the basement story ; together with the use of the passage between the 
said rooms : so much of the circular part of the said building as is above 
the basement story, and the roof of the said story. 

Section 2nd. — And be it further ordained and enacted, That in order 
that the before mentioned parts of the said building may be rendered suit- 
able for the purposes aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
said Philosophical Society at the proper cost and charge of the same, to 
make and cause to be made, the hereinafter described alterations in the 
parts of the said building, to be so as aforesaid demised and let to the said 
Society ; that is to say : They may remove and take away any part, or 
the whole of the arch forming the ceiling of the south-west room in the 
basement story of the said building, and make and construct in the said 
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room a stairway leading to the roof of said story ; also to make and con- 
struct and build upon said roof a flat terrace roof, provided the same 
shall not be raised higher than the top of the lowest part of the parapet 
wall, as the same now is, and also to make, form and construct in the 
circular part of the said building a floor, which shall be upon a level, or 
as nearly so as may be, with the before mentioned terrace roof. 

Provided always — That the said alterations or any of them shall not, in 
any manner whatever, change the present external appearance of the said 
Centre-house, and also that the demised parts of the same shall, during 
the term for which they shall be in the occupancy of the said Society, to 
be kept and maintained in repair at the proper cost and charge of said 
Society. 

Enacted into an Ordinance. 

Wistar, R. Patterson, Tilghman, DuPonceau, R. M. Pat- 
terson and Vaughan were appointed a Committee with 
powers: 1. To execute the lease; 2. To apply to Govern- 
ment for a loan of instruments ; 3. To apply to Legislature 
for an appropriation. 

Thanks to City Councils were voted. 

" An abstract of Bills of Mortality of Philadelphia, from 
1809 to 1816," by J. Vaughan, were read and ordered for 
publication. 

Committee on Publishing the Hist. Com. Volume report- 
ed its contents and that it was in press. 

Obituary notices of deceased members were ordered to be 
added by the Historical Committee. 



1818. Jan'y 16. (Tilghman ; and 17 others.) 

Donations from Jas. Webster, Dr. Barton, Hunter, Coxe, 
Warden. 

Jas. Graberg di Hemso's letter from Tangiers, Nov. 10, 
1817, describing the use of Holcus bicolor, common sorghum, 
by the Moors, as food and fodder, with his and Consul Simp- 
son's experiments on it, on the Lancaster Co. plan, and rec- 
ommending its cultivation in the United States was read. 

Election of a new member: F. von Adelung. 

Election of Librarian : .T. Vaughan. 



Jan.— Feb. 4<b 1818 

1818. Jan'y 23. Joint-meeting of the Society and Pro- 
fessors of the University, on occasion of the death of Dr. 
Caspar Wistar. 

Procession from the Hall appointed for Monday, Jan. 26, 
to attend the funeral. 

[Then follow data for an obituary.] 

1818. Jan'y 28. Special Meeting. (" Present, Mr. Patter- 
son, V.-P., in the chair, and an unusually great number of 
members.") 

Chief Justice Tilghman unanimously appointed to deliver 
an Eulogium on Dr. Wistar. 

1818. Feb'y 6. (Patterson ; and 10 others.) 

Donations for the Cabinet from J. C. Montgomery and 
Isaac Lea. 

Donations for the Library from T. Dobson & Son, J. 
Hall, and Dr. Jas. P. Wilson. 

1818. Feb'y 20. (Patterson ; and 11 others.) 

Muhlenberg's Herbarium costing " upwards of 500 dol- 
lars," was received as a donation to the Society, " under 
terms hereafter to be made known," from Collins, Chapman, 
Dorsey, Pollok, James, Short, Tilghman, Vaughan, C. Wis- 
tar. [The names of N. Biddle, H. Binney and C. Chauncey 
appear faintly preceding the others, and seem to have been 
erased.] 

Buffon's Natural History, in 127 Vols., was received as 
a donation from Biddle, Binney, Chauncey, Collins, Correa 
de Serra, J. R. Coxe, Meredith, R. M. Patterson, Pollok, 
Sergeant, Short, Rawle, Tilghman and Wistar. 

Other donations for the Library from Meigs, Thackara, 
Webster, W. Franklin, Dashkoff, Delaplaine, Warden, Nan- 
crede, Vaughan, Royal Society, Gottingen ; S. Antiq., Lon- 
don, and Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. 
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Jefferson's acceptance of membership in the Council was 

read as follows : — 

Monticello, Feb. 15, '18. 
Deak Sib, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of Jan. 23, informing 
me that the Am. Philosophical Society have done me the honor of naming 
me one of the Counsellors of that institution. If, at this distance, I can 
be useful to the Society, I ask only the occasion of proving to them my 
readiness and zeal ; and I beg the favor of you, Sir, to be the channel of 
conveying to them my renewed thanks for this and all other marks of 
their favor, for which I have so long and so often been indebted to them. 
To these permit me to add sincere condolences on the loss they have sus- 
tained in the death of our president, whose character was an honor to our 
Society, and his science precious to our country. I tender to yourself, Sir, 
the assurance of my great esteem and respect. 

[Signed] Th. Jeffekson. 

Doct. R. M. Patterson. 

The Athenaeum and Mr. Sully : Letters were read " pray- 
ing the Society to accede to an arrangement .... accom- 
modating the Athenaeum with certain rooms .... now in 
the possession of Mr. Sully." Referred to Patterson, Col- 
houn and Barton. 

Tilghman's Eulogium on Wistar fixed (by him) for March 
2d. Committee of Arrangements appointed : Vaughan, Pat- 
terson, Collins. 

1818. March 6. (DuPonceau ; R. Patterson, Josh. Gil- 
pin, T. Gilpin, Collins, Hewson, LeSueur, Colhoun, Currie, 
Barton, Hall, Otto, Moore, Haines, Vaughan, Patterson, 
Beasley, IS. Biddle.) 

Tilghman's Eulogium: Committee reported that no place 
had been found in time for the day set ; but that Zion Ger- 
man Church in 4th street had been granted, for "Wednesday, 
March 11th, at 12 o'clock. 

Donation from Dr. Barton. 

1818. Mareh 13. Special Meeting. (Patterson ; and 15 
others.) 

Thanks voted to Judge Tirghman for having " so faith- 
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fully expressed the feelings of the Society." A copy of the 
Eulogium requested for publication by the Committee of 
Arrangements. Also thanks to Zion Church voted. 



1818. March 20. (Duponceau ; Cloud, LeSueur, Nulty r 
Nuttall, and 10 others.) 

Committee on the letters of Sully, and Ewing and Vaux 
(Athenaeum Committee), desiring a lease of " rooms on the 
first floor of the house," reported that they had agreed that 
Mr. Sully should be permitted to lease the two north rooms 
to the Athenaeum, for one year from June 1 next, on terms 
to be agreed upon between him and the Athenseum, the 
right to inspect the mode of heating the rooms being for 
safety reserved to the American Philosophical Society, and 
also the right to annul the agreement by giving six months' 
notice to the Athenaeum ; without which notice, however, 
Mr. Sully might prolong the lease. 

Drake's memoir (Nov., 1817) reported for publication. 

A new astronomical theory was read and referred to Pat- 
terson, Nulty and Patterson. 

Agricultural Society : A proposal to take the S. E. cellar, 
"provided they could have, as formerly, the use of the 
room in which the College of Physicians held their meet- 
ings," was referred to Patterson, Barnwell and Patterson, 
with power to meet a Committee of College of Physicians. 

Dr. Hewson was granted the loan of some bones for his 
lectures on Comparative Anatomy. 



1818. April 3. (Duponceau; Nulty, Conover, Parrish, 
Lesueur, and 12 others.) 

" A new astronomical theory" reported adversely. 
Donations from Jos. Hammer and the Asiatic Society. 
Portrait of Priestly, " long in the possession of our late 
president," presented by Mrs. "Wistar. Thanks voted. 



April— May. ^O 1 1818. 

Portrait of Wistar : Committee appointed to procure one, 
Vaughan, Morgan, Collins. 

Journals (2) of Thermometrical Observations, one made 
at sea by Judge Cooper and Mr. Priestly, and the other by 
Capt. J. Hamilton of the ship Superior, were referred to 
Barnwell, Patterson and Vaughan. 

1818. April 17. (Patterson ; Tilghman, Duponceau, 
Vaughan, James, Chapman, Cooper, Nulty, Meredith, Hall, 
Mease, Meade, Moore, Collins, J. G-. Biddle, Hewson, Collins, 
Dorsey, Lesueur, Ord, N. Biddle, Morgan and Patterson.) 

The Agriculture Society's agreement to give $100 per 
annum for the use of the rooms of the College of Physicians, 
for meetings, and of the cellar to store their farm imple- 
ments in, was agreed to and the same Committee directed 
to execute a lease. 

Donations from Capt. Riley, Collins and Meade. 

Election of eleven new members : John Quincy Adams ; 
Noel de la Moriniere ; Josiah Meigs, Com. Land Office, U. S. ; 
Jas. Gr. Thompson, Prof. Lang., Un. Pa. ; Parker Cleveland, 
Prof. Chem., Bowdoin College, Me. ; Dr. J. C. "Warren, 
Cambridge, Mass. ; Dr. Jas. Jackson, Cambridge, Mass. ; 
Nich. Fuss, St. Petersburg; Gothelf Fischer, St. Petersburg ; 
Dr. Dan. Drake, Cincinnati ; and Dr. Jacob Bigelow, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

1818. Mat/1. (Duponceau ; and 19 others.) 

Donations for the Library, from R. Desilver, Conrad, J. 
Bell, Va.; Vaughan, J. E. Worcester, W. E. Hulens, Dupon- 
ceau, Pedersen, Heckewelder. 

For the Cabinet, from Capt. Riley. 

A model and description of a new plan for wooden bridges, 
by E. Gordon, was referred to Patterson, Nulty and Patter- 
son. 

" Ther. Obs. on a voyage from Smyrna," by Sam. Hazard, 
referred to Barnwell, Patterson and Vaughan. 

PROC. AMER. PHILOS. SOC. I. XXXI. PRINTED JUNE 7, 1884. 
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1818. May 15. Patterson ; Duponceau, Vaughan, Alli- 
son, Beasley, Correa, Cooper, Hall, LeSueur, Collins, Ord, 
Gummere, Say, James, Barnwell, Collins, Barton, Patterson 
and Haines.) 

Outstanding Committees continued. 

Donations : Library — from Duponceau, James, Vaughan ; 
Cabinet — Mrs. Wistar, McClure and Vaughan. 

1818. June 19. (Patterson; Collins, Vaughan, Nulty, 
Hall, Chapman, Allison, Say, Lesueur, Ord, Patterson.) 

Donations: Library — from Izard, Gardner, Small, J. 
Vaughan, Meade, Walsh, Coxe, Bowditch, Chapman, Wm. 
Vaughan. 

" Geological speculations on the .... western . ... IT. 
S.," by Dr. Hugh Steel, was read and referred to Allison, 
Ord, and Patterson. 

" On the Newtonian Theory of Universal Gravitation," 
by Dr. W. Currie, was read and referred to Patterson, Alli- 
son and Ord. 

1818. July 17. (Duponceau ; and 14 others.) 

Donations to the Library from Dr. Jacob Bigelow, Alez. 
Ramirez of Havanna, Jno. Sergeant, Arthur Kinder of N. 
Y., T. B. "Wait, Jno. Vaughan, Dr. Collin, Tanner Vallance 
Kearney, Jno. Heckewelder, Polly Heckewelder, Thos. Ast- 
ley, John P. Norris, TS. Am. Bible Soc, Jos. Sansom and 
Sam Hazard. 

1818. Aug. 21. (Duponceau ; Patterson, Vaughan, Col- 
lin, Hall, Lesueur, Colhoun, Say, Patterson.) 

Donations from J. Q. Adams, C. Carre. M. Carey, Jas. 
Webster, S. Breck, Bowditch, Payne, Todd. 

" Further remarks on the Long, and Lat. of Washington," 
by W. Lambert, was referred to Patterson, Nulty and Pat- 
terson. 
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" Solution of a general ease of the motion of the simple 
Pendulum," by E. Nulty, was referred to Dr. Patterson, 
Adrain and Gummere. 

Hutton's Dictionary and Hutton's Tracts purchased. 

Committee appointed to associate Say and Nuttall with 
the U. S. Exploring Expedition to the Northwest: Patter- 
son, DuPonceau, Jones, Cooper and Patterson. 

1818. Sept. 18. (Patterson ; DuPonceau, Correa, Nulty, 
Scott, Mease, Vaughan, Patterson.) 

Donations : Library — from E. Barton, Capn. A. Delano, 
Nuttall, Daschkoff, Chapman, Agardh. 

Donations : Cabinet — from Vaughan, R. Vaux, Csesar A. 
Rodney, Ord. 

" On Looming," by Jas. Flint, referred to Mease, Hembel, 
Patterson. 

" On tests of Arsenic," by Dr. Cooper ; same Committee. 

" Obs. on the Yellow Fever," by Dr. Cooper ; same Com- 
mittee. 

" Continuation of Capt. Hamilton's Journal " (see April, 
1818), was received and referred. 

1818. Oct. 2. (DuPonceau ; Patterson, Vaughan, Brown, 
Hare, Cloud, Hewson, Gummere, Hembel, Say, Colhoun, 
Lesueur, Patterson.) 

Cooper's papers reported for publication. 

Donations: Library — from Daschkoff, Ramsay, Clymer, 
and Petty Vaughan. 

1818. Oct. 16. (Brown; Vaughan, Lesueur, Hewson, 
Ord, Say, Parrish, Pollok, Pinckney, Mease, Dr. Patterson.) 

Nulty's paper reported for publication. 

Donations : Library — from I. Thomas, "W. Franklin (Cal- 
cutta), Judge de Saussure, Hugh Roberts, M. Thomas, and 
Massachusetts Historical Society. 
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1818. Nov. 6. (DuPonceau ; Brown, Nulty, Walsh. N. 
Biddle, Chapman, Ingersoll, Colhoun, Say, Vaughan, Dr. 
Patterson.) 

Donations : Library — from N. Potter, and Jas. "Webster. 

1818. Nov. 20. (No quorum.) 

1818. Dec. 4. (Tilghman ; Say, Hall, Ord, Otto, and 10 
others.) 

Donations : Library — Dr. Mott, and Dr. Hosack, of New 
York. 

" A steering apparatus for the Air Balloon," by M. Colius 
de Ham, was referred to Patterson, Patterson and Nulty. 

1818. Dec. 18. (Duponceau ; Say, Lesueur, Nulty, and 
8 others.) 

Donations : Library — from M. Carey. 

No applications for the Magellanic Premium. 

Auditing Committee : Patterson and DuPonceau. 

1819. Jan'yl. (Duponceau; and 19 others.) 

ELECTION OP OFFICERS. 

President — Robert Patterson. 

Vice-Presidents — W. Tilghman, P. S. Duponceau,Z. Collins. 
Secretaries — T. C. James, R. M. Patterson, W. P. C. Bar- 
ton, R. Walsh. 

Councillors — Rawle, Binney, Sergeant, J. Quincy Adams, Jr. 
Curators — Jos. Cloud, T. T. Hewson, Reu. Haines. 
Treasurer — J. Vaughan. 

1819. Jan'y 15. (Patterson ; and 16 others.) 
Donations : Library — from Breck, Adelung, Luke, Mun- 

sell, Vaughan, Delaplaine, Pickering, Ewington, and the 

Russian Academy. 
Librarian elected : J. Vaughan. 



